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February 15, 2012

Dear Maryland Public PooUSpa Owner:

Maryland pools and spas regulated by the Deparhnent of Health and Mental Hygiene (DHMI{) are required to
comply with disability accoss laws (COMAR 10.17.01.37). It is the pool or spa ownet's responsibility to €nsune
compliance with disability ac€ess laws.

Based on public feedback and discussions with the Maryland Office of the Atlorney Goreral the DHMH has
simplified the process for owners ofpublic pools and/or spas to dooument oomplianoo with lhe 2010 ADA Standards for
Acc.essible Design. The new process simply requires the owner ofthe pools and/or spas to complete the enclosed
affdavit and submit it to the local health departnent. All owners must submit the ADA affidavit by March 15,2012,
including those owners who previously submitled lhe ADA questionnaire.

Anyone needing to delay their zubmission of constmction plans still has until S€pt€nb€r 15, 2012 to submit
their plans for compliance and still needs to complete the complianco schedule for more timo, available at:
htto://ideha.dhmh.mar.yland.gov/OEHFP/CHS/SitePageVconsumer-oroducrsafetv.asox and submit it to the local health
departnent by March 15,2012. Any compliance schedule previously submitted to the Dvision of Community Services
will be forwanded to the appropride local heallh deparhent for processing.

Federal ADA compliance requiremenc are seprate fron, and do not chango, any of DHMIIs requirements or
procedures related to construction permit applications. Ifa pool or spa requires alterations to come into compliance that
would otherwise require a consfruction p€rmit, the prooess fon submissiorq review, and approval ofthat permit
application remains the sane, regardless ofthe ownet's purpose in commencing constnrction. DHMIIs construction
permit review is to ensure that the pnopoaed alterations meet State requirements for pool conshuction.

The Division of Comnunity Services @CS) has developed the enclosed guidance document which explains, in
detail, how lvlaryland will handle documentation of ADA compliance. The DCS has also corrpiled a list of ft,equently
asked questions available af http://ideha.dhmh.maryland.eov/OEHFP/CHS/SitePages/consumer-oroduct-safetv.sspx.

Sincerely,

wt
C lifford S/vtit"tt"ll, MS, MPH, Assistant Director
Offrce of Environmental Health and Food Protection
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